
Merge Records presents 12 holiday classics performed by The Singing Saws as encouraged by 

their friend Julian Koster (THE MUSIC TAPES, NEUTRAL MILK HOTEL). With this fresh 

take on traditional holiday music, Julian and the singing saws want to share their celebrations 

with you this festive season.

An excerpt from the liner notes:

The Singing Saw’s excitement for the Christmas holiday is quite like that of a Human 

child. Christ, being by far the most highly regarded and beloved carpenter of all time, 

was a great friend to the Saws. Left abandoned by Human Beings on Christmas Eve, 

workshops, barns, and such places become the sites of the Saws’ Christmas festivities. 

Their observances, often attended by varying societies of small bells, usually begin at 

nightfall but do not begin in earnest until all the Humans have gone to bed. One of the 

most beautiful of these is the traditional beginning of their Christmas Eve celebrations: 

the Saws gather outside and arrange themselves into a giant circle, each angling itself 

so that it refl ects the moon, so that in the darkness, one is surrounded by a vast circle of 

refl ected moons.

Enjoy this cheerful collection of age-old carols as The Singing Saws share their Christmas 

traditions with us for the fi rst time. 
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The Singing Saw at Christmastime
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Happy Holidays from Julian, The Singing Saw Choir, and Merge Records.
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